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INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes

Oboe

Clarinet in E-flat

2 Clarinets in B-flat
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon

2 Alto Saxophones in E-flat
Tenor Saxophone in B-flat
Baritone Saxophone in E-flat

2 Trumpets in B-flat
2 Horns in F

2 Trombones
Euphonium

Tuba
Timpani

Percussion (5 players):

1. Marimba (4-octave), Chimes

2. Xylophone, Glockenspiel

3. Hi-hat, Tambourine, Snare Drum, Guiro

4. Woodblock, Slap Stick, Suspended Cymbal,
Timbales (or toms)

5. Bass Drum
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PROGRAM NOTE

Uncommon Will was composed on the occasion of receiving the 2024 Jere
Hutcheson Large Ensemble Composition Award at Michigan State
University.

The title draws inspiration from the institution where I had the privilege of
completing my master’s degree in composition. Uncommon Will emboc%ies a
mentality—an unyielding spirit of determination that persists even in the
darkest of circumstances. It reminds us that resilience is not the absence of
struggle, but the decision to rise through it.

The piece begins with a brief rhythmic idea that continuously morphs and
evolves, growing stronger and more self-assured with each transformation.
Along the way, it encounters resistance and uncertainty, yet pushes forward,
ultimately transcending its own limitations. By the end, the idea achieves full
realization—a celebration of perseverance, triumph, and the beauty of
becoming.

Program note by the composer

11 November 2025
East Lansing, Michigan

First performed on April 15, 2025
at the Wharton Center for Performing Arts,
East Lansing, Michigan,
by the Michigan State University Campus Band,
conducted by Benjamin Horne, conductor

Professionally recorded on June 8, 2025
at Bates Recital Hall at the University of Texas at Austin,
Austin, Texas,

conducted by T.J. Anderson

Recordings available at CarlosLalonde.com

Uncommon Will was selected as the winner of the
2024 Jere Hutcheson Large Ensemble Composition Competition at
Michigan State University
and the 2025 Florida Bandmasters Association Young Composers

Competition
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Transposed Score

Flute

Oboe

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bassoon

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet

F Horn

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Marimba & Chimes)

Percussion 2

(Xylophone &
Glockenspiel)

Percussion 3

(Hi-hat, Tambourine,
Snare Drum, & Guiro)

Percussion 4

(Woodblock, Slap Stick,
Suspended Cymbal, &
Timbales (or Toms))

Percussion 5
(Bass Drum)
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With quiet intensity J= 144

Winner of the 2024 MSU Fere Hutcheson Large Ensemble Competition and the 2025
Florida Bandmasters Association Young Composers Compelition
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